
Important Dates  Step Into Our World At Small World! 

Friday, October 16th: Teacher 
Planning—NO SCHOOL 
 
Wednesday, October 21st: Fall 
Festival Memo Sent Out 
 
Wednesday, October 28th:  
Trunk or Treat! 
 
Friday, October 30th:  
Fall Festival (Cultural Parade) 
 

 
 

  

 

Dear Parent(s),  

 We are excited about all of the learning activities and celebrations that 

our students have been up to over the past month! We had our Hispanic 

Heritage Month at the end of September. Due to the pandemic, we had to 

change our tradition of having families bring in cultural home made dishes. 

This year, we asked all parents to bring in certain ingredients so that our 

students can engage in food preparations while learning about various Hispanic 

Countries! The students of the Indian Ocean Classroom turned in a 

presentation on a Hispanic Country of their choosing. Needless to say, it was a 

great celebration! We also held our annual Curriculum Night virtually. Our 

teachers presented various Montessori Lessons to the parents. Thank you for 

all that participated in this event! 

 This upcoming month we are excited to continue hosting celebrations 

and events for our students to immerse them in the holistic process of learning 

about the world around them. This month, we will be hosting our first “Trunk 

or Treat” event! We hope to have a great turn out, as this year trick or treating 

will be quite different. We are also hosting our annual Fall Festival and 

Cultural Parade! Our students will have the chance to deck out in their best 

Halloween Costume. We would like to remind parents that Super Hero 

Costumes WILL NOT be permitted as to prevent play fighting and misuse of 

props. We are excited to see what our students will come dressed as! It is our 

aim to provide parents with a monthly newsletter highlighting all the activities 

and happenings from the previous month. In this month’s newsletter we have 

provided parents with a featured article about the importance of early 

intervention and what signs to watch for. This is a newsletter for parents, and 

we welcome your suggestions.  

 We hope that you enjoy reading about all the fun activities that your 

child has participated in, as well as learning about ways you can help them 

grow and learn too! If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact 

me!  

Sincerely,  

Ms. Surya Nair 

Administrator of Communications  VOLUME 1 // ISSUE 7  
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The Importance of Early Intervention 

"The goal of early childhood education should be to activate the child's own natural desire to learn." 

Dr. Maria Montessori 

Early Intervention is the term used to describe services and support that help infants and 
toddlers (from birth to 3 years of age in most states) with developmental delays or disabilities 
and their families. Such services may include speech therapy, physical therapy, and other 
services based on the child and family's needs. Early Intervention can significantly impact a 
child's ability to learn new skills and increase school and life success. It is likely to be more 
effective when it is provided earlier rather than later. There are programs available in every 
state, outlined at the end of this article for your convenience! 

 
Decades of rigorous research show that a child's early experience plays a critical role in 

brain development. What happens in the first years of a child's life is essential for long-term 
health, language, communication, cognitive and social development. Early Intervention consists 
of multidisciplinary services to promote child health and well-being, enhance emerging 
competencies, minimize developmental delays, and remediate existing or emerging disabilities. 
They also help to prevent functional deterioration and promote adaptive parenting and family 
functioning. 

 
Brain development studies over many generations and current technology make it 

possible to get even more insight and knowledge about the brain's development and stimulation. 
From this research, the first two years of life are a critical period of learning tasks because there 
is a burst of synapse production in the brain, which is when the mind is most likely to adapt and 
learn. The connections in a baby's brain are most adaptable in the first three years of life. These 
connections, also called neural circuits, are the foundation for learning, behavior, and health. 
Over time, these connections become harder to change. Families benefit from early Intervention 
by better meeting their children's needs early and then continuing the support throughout their 
lives. Early Intervention services can change a child's developmental path and improve the 
child, family, and community. 

 

What are some signs that you should look out for? 

Many families receive Early Learning services after birth when a genetic or 

chromosomal disability ( Down syndrome) is identified. Still, other early red flags 

include sensory sensitivities, refusing to be held, fearing movement, or have feeding 

difficulties. "Milestones for biting, chewing, and swallowing a variety of foods are 

typically accomplished by age three," says Melanie Potock, a speech and language 

pathologist in Longmont, Colorado, and author of  Happy Mealtimes with Happy Kids.  

https://www.parents.com/health/down-syndrome/
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Consult your physician if your child is not: 
Crawling by ten months 
Waving, pointing, or imitating gestures by 12 months 
Walking by 18 months 
Manipulating ring stacks, form boards, and nesting cups by 18 months 
Saying and understanding at least 50 words by 24 months 
 

What do early intervention services look like? 

 

If your child is eligible, a team from your state's early intervention program will work with your family 

to develop an Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP). This plan defines goals and the types of services that 

will help you and your child. (If your child does not qualify for assistance, there are still things you can do.) 

 

A child who qualifies may receive one or more of these services: 

Speech and language therapy 

Physical or occupational therapy 

Psychological services 

Home visits 

Medical, nursing, or nutrition services 

Hearing (audiology) or vision services 

Social work services 

Transportation 

Assistive technology  

 

A service coordinator from the early intervention program will help set up and schedule services. 

 

How long do early intervention services last? 

 

Early intervention services usually last until a child's third birthday. But that does not mean you are 

suddenly on your own when your child turns 3. Your child's service coordinator will hold a transition meeting 

to talk about moving your child from early intervention services to special education services under IDEA. 

These services can pick up where Early Intervention leaves off. A few months before your child's third 

birthday, you and the early intervention team will discuss the transition. The transition team will help you to 

prepare your child for what is next. If your child is eligible for preschool special education, a local school 

district member will work with you, too. A lot happens in these first few years. And for kids who are not on 

track developmentally, Early Intervention can make a huge difference! 

 
 

 

 

 

https://www.parents.com/baby/development/crawling/when-do-babies-crawl/
https://www.parents.com/baby/development/24-month-old-child-development/


At Small World Montessori , we understand the importance of Early Intervention, and we work 

alongside each family that may need Early Intervention Services. Our teaching staff regularly observes 

each child's needs by using anecdotal notes and standardized milestone assessments reported to our Di-

rector, Ms. Christina. If an identifying concern arises, the Director conducts a meeting with the family. 

The goal of the conference is to discuss the benefits of an official observation by a certified agency. The 

family then meets with the certified agency for a consultation and gains permission for an onsite visit. 

The student is observed in the classroom setting to better gain an understanding of the child's needs. The 

certified agency representatives meet with the teaching staff and the Director to discuss the School's notes 

and assessments. The parents receive a detailed report after the initial observation. After that, an action 

plan is created, and the appropriate therapist (i.e., Speech pathologist) is assigned to the child by the 

agency, and the intervention process begins. It is highly recommended that such therapies be performed 

onsite to allow the School to participate in the process. Research has proven that such inclusion allows 

the best opportunity for normalization. The family, School, and certified agency continue to work         

together as the child progresses on the action plan. 

 

It is our constant desire to foster the positive development of our students. It is our tireless aim to 

see our students flourish cognitively, physically, socially, and emotionally. We measure our success by 

the success of each individual child. 

 

Early Intervention Sources 

 

Early Steps (Florida's Early Intervention System) 

Milestone Tracker 

Recognizing Early Warning Signs 

Early Warning Signs of Autism Spectrum Disorder 

Hallmark Developmental Milestones 

5 Common Myths About Early Intervention 
 
Presented By: 

Ms. Surya Nair 
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http://www.floridahealth.gov/programs-and-services/childrens-health/early-steps/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/pdf/checklists/Checklists-with-Tips_Reader_508.pdf
https://www.easterseals.com/our-programs/childrens-services/recognizing-early-warning.html
https://www.totalspectrumcare.com/early-warning-signs-and-the-importance-of-early-intervention/
http://firstsigns.org/healthydev/milestones.htm
https://www.understood.org/en/learning-thinking-differences/treatments-approaches/early-intervention/myths-about-early-intervention?_ul=1*1eu3qw4*domain_userid*YW1wLXBkUXVNb01sa2lPa052cnBsN04zemc.


Scope and Sequence  

Monthly Theme: Fall 

Monthly Virtues: Diligence and Change 

Our students put on a fashion show for Breast 

Cancer Awareness Month! Our winners were 

Daniela and Carter. Congratulations!! 

Our Virtual Learning Program is going strong! Ms. 

Miriam is doing a wonderful job with keeping our 

students focused and engaged with various 

activities and surprise guests! 
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Follow us on social media to see more 

of what our students are learning! 

Our students take lesson time very seriously! 

They will be mastering their lessons very soon. 




